INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING PETITIONS TO OPEN ESTATE AND SETTLE PERSONAL PROPERTIES OF DECEDENTS IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (as of 04/07/14)

1.  Before a Petition to Open Estate and Settle Personal Properties of Decedents can be filed in the Court of Common Pleas, the properties of the decedent must be located in the Republic and the value of the properties must not exceed $10,000.

2.  Petitioners must fill out the Petition thoroughly and attach all necessary documents.  All copies of official documents must be certified.


[  ] Official death certificate


[  ] Decedent’s will, if applicable


[  ] Copy of bank statements/accounts, if applicable


[  ] Copy of certificate of stocks, if applicable


[  ] Copy of checks, if applicable


[  ] Copy of vehicle/boat registrations, if applicable


[  ] Copy of invoices/bills, if applicable

3.  Any pleadings or documents that need to be served upon interested parties or the public, need to be served by a person, other than the Petitioner, who is at least 18 years or older, and who will not receive anything from the decedent’s estate.

4.  The above instructions do not limit the authority, power, and discretion of any court to deviate from these procedures in particular cases and shall apply to the extent that is not inconsistent with the ROP Rules of Civil Procedures or any other law or rules established by the Chief Justice.
